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've been collecting quotations and inspirational poems and
stories for over 25 years. Words well written, deeds well done
and lives well lived have always inspired me.

Many of the following messages have been previously published in
Success Strategies and we share them again in the hopes they will have as
much meaning for you as they have to so many others.

Some of these writings are old and may have been attributed to
different people. We’ve done the best we can to properly source them.
If you know for sure that they are not properly attributed, please let us
know.

Feel free to share this collection with others.

—Muichael E. Angier
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Good Enough

My chil(l, beware of “good enough, i
[t isn’t made of s‘cerling stuff;

It's something anyone can (10;

It marks the many from the few.
The flaw which may escape the eye
And temporarily get 1)y
Shall weaken underneath the strain
And wreck the ship, the car or plane.
With “goocl enough, ” the car breaks down,
And one falls short of high renown.
My child, remember and be wise,

In “good enough, 7 disaster lies.
With “goocl enough, ” the failures rest
And lose the one who gives the best.
Who stops at “goocl enough” shall find
Success has left them far behind.
For this is true of you and your stuff—
iny the best is “goocl enough."

—author unlznown
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Our Deepest Fear

Our (ieepest fear is not that we are ina(iequa’ce.
Our (ieepes’c fear is that we are poweriui ]:)eyon(i

measure.

It is our Ligilt, not our (iarieness, that most
irigiltens us.

We ask ourseives, who am [ to be ]:)riiiiant,

gorgeous, taiente(i, fabulous?
Actually, who are you not to be?

You are a child of GO(i. Your piaying smaii (ioes
not serve tile Wori(i.

There is notiiing enlightening about shrinieing SO

that other peopie won't feel unsure around you.

We were born to make manifest the giory of God
that is within us.

[t is not just in some of us; it is in everyone.

As we let our own Ligilt siline; we unconsciously

give other peopie permission to do the same.

AS weE are ii]:)erate(i £1’Ol’l’l our own feal'; our

presence automa’cicaiiy liberates others.

—Marianne Wiiiiamson
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Desiderata

Go placi(ﬂy amid the noise and haste, and remember what peace there may be in
silence. As far as possi]ole without surrender, be on good terms with all persons.
Spealz your truth quietly and clearly; and listen to others, even the dull and igno-
rant; they too have their story.

Avoid loud and aggressive persons, they are vexations to the spirit. If you com-
pare yourself with others, you may become vain and bitter; for always there will be
greater and lesser persons than yourself. Enjoy your achievements as well as your

plans 3

Keep interested in your own career, however humble; it is a real possession in the
changing fortunes of time. Exercise caution in your business affairs; for the world
is full of tricleery. But let this not blind you to what virtue there is; many persons
strive for high ideals : and everywhere life is full of heroism.

Be yourself. Especia]ly, do not feign affection. Neither be cynical about love; for
in the face of all ariclity and disenchantment it is perennial as the grass.

Take 12in(ﬂy the counsel of the years, gracefuﬂy surrendering the things of you’ch.
Nurture strength of spirit to shield you in sudden misfortune. But do not distress
yourself with imaginings. Many fears are born of fatigue and loneliness. Beyond a
wholesome discipline, be gentle with yourself.

You are a child of the universe, no less than the trees and the stars ; you have a
right to be here. And whether or not is clear to you, no doubt the universe is un-

folcling as it should.

eretore be at peace wi od, whatever you conceive fim to be, and whatever
Therefore be at p ith God, whatever y ive Him to be, and what
your labors and aspirations, in the noisy confusion of life leeep peace with your
soul.

With all its sham, (lrudgery and broken dreams, it is still a beautiful world. Be
careful. Strive to be happy.

—Max Ehrmann, 1927
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Who Am 1?

I am your constant companion.
[ am your greatest helper or your heaviest burden.
I will push you onward or drag you down to failure.
[ am completely at your command.

Half the things you do, you might just as well turn over to me,
And I will be able to do them quiclzly and correctly.
[am easily managed; you must merely be firm with me.
Show me exac’c]y how you want some’ching done ;
And after a few lessons I will do it automaticaﬂy.

[ am the servant of all great men
An(]., alas, of all failures as well.

Those who are great, | have made great.

Those who are failures, I have made failures.

[ am not a machine, though
[ work with all the precision of a machine

Plus the inte]ligence of a man.

You may run me for proﬁt, or run me for ruin;

[t makes no difference to me.
Take me, train me, be firm with me
And T will put the world at your feet.
Be easy with me, and T will destroy you.
Who am 17
I am habit!

—aut}lor unlznown
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The Man in the Glass

When you get what you want in your struggle for self
And the world makes you 1zing for a clay,
Just go to the mirror and look at yourself
And see what that man has to say.

For it isn’t your father or mother or wife
Whose judgment upon you must pass.
The fellow whose verdict counts most in your life

Is the one staring back from the glass.

You may be like ]aclz Horner and chisel a plum
And think you're a wonderful guy.

But the man in the glass says you're only a bum
If you can't look him straight in the eye.

He's the fellow to please—never mind all the rest,
For he’s with you clear to the end.
And you've passe(l your most dangerous, difficult test
If the man in the glass 1s your friend.

You may fool the whole world down the pa’chway of years
And get pats on the back as you pass.
But your final reward will be heartache and tears

If you've cheated the man in the glass.

—author unlenown

The use of the male gender is acknowledged.

We chose not to alter the poem to make it politically correct.
Thanks for letting it be.
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Attitudes

“The 1onger I live, the more I realize the impact of atti-
tude on life.

A’cti‘cude, to me, is more important than the past, than
ecluca’cion, than money, than circumstances, than failures,
than successes, than what other people think or say or do. It
1s more important than appearance, gifteclness, or skill. Tt
will make or break a company...a church...a home. The re-
markable thing is we have a choice every clay regarcling the
attitude we will embrace for that day.

We cannot change our past...we cannot change the fact
that people will act in a certain way. We cannot change the
inevitable. The only thing we can do is play on the one
string we have, and that is our attitude...I am convinced
that life is 10% what happens to me and 90% how I react to
it.

And so it is with you ... we are in charge of our
Attitudes.”

—Charles Swindoll
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Don’t Quit

When ’c]nings go wrong, as Jc]ney sometimes will,
When the road you re trudging seems all up hiﬂ,
When the funds are low, and the debts are high,
And you want to smile, but you have to sigh,

When care is pressing you down a bit,

Rest if you must, but don’t you quit.

Life is queer with its twists and turns,

As everyone of us sometimes learns.

And many a person turns al)ou‘c,

When he might have won had he stuck it out.
Don’t give up though the pace seems slow,

You may succeed with another blow.

Often the struggler has given up,
When he migh’c have cap’cured the victor’s cup;
And he learned too late when the night came down,

How close he was to the golden crown.

Success is failure turned inside out,

The silver tint of the clouds of cloul)t,

And you never can tell how close you are,

[t may be near when it seems so far.

So stick in the fight when you're hardest hit,
It's when things seem worse,

That you must not quit.

—author unlznown
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Live Each Day
to the Fullest

Live each day to the fullest. Get the most from each hour,
each (]ay, and each age of your life. Then you can look forward
with confidence and back without regrets. Be yourself, but be
your best self. Dare to be different and to follow your star. And
don’t be afraid to be happy. Enjoy what is beautiful. Love with
all your heart and soul. Believe that those whom you love , love
you. Forget what you have done for your ]r:rien(ls, and
remember what they have done for you. Disregar(l what the
world owes you, and concentrate on what you owe the world.
When you are faced with a decision, make that decision as
Wisely as possi]:)le—t}len forget it. The moment of absolute cer-
tainty never arrives. Above a]l, remember that God helps those
who help themselves. Act as if everythjng depended on you and
pray as if every’c}]ing clepenclecl on God.

—author unlznown
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Excellence

Excellence is never an accident. It is achieved in an organization or in-
stitution only as a result of an unrelenting and vigorous insistence on the
highest standards of performance. It requires an unswerving expectancy of

g I q g exp W

quality from the staff and volunteers.

Excellence is contagious. [t infects and affects everyone in the organiza-
tion. It charts the direction of a program. [t establishes the criteria for plan—
ning. [t provicles zest and Vi’cality to the organization. Once achieved, excel-
lence has a talent for permeating every aspect of the life of the organization.

Excellence demands commitment and a tenacious dedication from the
1eadership of the organization. Once it is accepted and expec’cecl, it must be
nourished and continuaﬂy reviewed and renewed. It is a never-en(ling process
of 1earning and growing. It requires a spirit of motivation and boundless en-
ergy. It is always the result of a creatively conceived and precisely planne(l of-
fort.

Excellence inspires; it electrifies. It potentializes every phase of the or-
ganization’s life. Tt unleashes an impact which influences every program,
every activity, every committee, every staff person. To instill it in an organiza-

tion is difficult; to sustain it, even more so. It demands imagination and

vigor. But most of all, it requires from the leaclership a constant state of self-

(liscovery and discipline.

Excellence is an organization’s life-line. Tt is the most compeﬂing an-
swer to apathy and inertia. It energizes a stimula’cing and pulsating force.
Once it becomes the expectecl standard of perforrnance, it (levelops a fiercely
driving and motivating p}lilosop}ly of operation. Excellence is a state of mind
put into action. It is a road—rnap to success. When a climate of excellence ex-
ists, all things—stag work, volunteer lea(lership, finances, program—come

easier.
Exceﬂence in an organization is important—l)ecause it is everything }

—author unlenown
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The Touch of the Master’s Hand

"Twas battered and scarred and the auctioneer though’c it ]aarely worth his while
To spend much time with the old Violin, but he held it up with a smile:

“What am I bidden, good folks,” he cried, “Who'll start the ]oid(ling for me?”
“A dollar? A dollar” ; tllen, “Two! iny two? Two doﬂars, who'll make it three?
Three (loﬂars, once; three doﬂars, twice; going for three-” But no,

From the room, far back, a gray—haired man came forward and piclzed up

the loow;

Then, wiping the dust from the old violin, and ’cigh’cening the loose strings,
He played a melody pure and sweet as a caroling angel sings.

The music ceasecl, and the auctioneer, with a voice that was quiet and 10W,

Said: “What am I bid for the old violin?”

And he held it up with the bow.

“A thousand douars, and who'll make it two? Two thousand!

And who'll make it three?

Three thousand, once, three thousancl, twice, and going, and gone," said he.

The people c}leered, but some of them cried, “We do not quite understand.
What changed its worth?” Swift came the reply: “The touch of a master’s hand.”

And many a man with life out of tune, and battered and scarred with sin,
Is auctioned cheap to the though’cless crowd, much like the old violin.

A “mess of potage,” a glass of wine; a game—and he travels on.

He is “going” once, and “soing” twice, he’s “going” and almost “gone.”
But the Master comes, and the foolish crowd never can quite understand
The worth of a soul and the change that's wrought

By the touch of the Master’s hand.
—Myra B]fOOlQS Welch

Success Networks International ¢ Win-Win Way, PO Box 2048 ¢ South Burlington, Vermont ¢ 05407-2048


http://www.successnet.org

http://www.successnet.org

Story of a Failure

Mother died, 18

Lost jol), '32

Defeated for legislature, ‘32

Failed in ]:)usiness, '33

Elected to legisla’cure, ‘34

Sweetheart clied, '35

Suffered nervous l)realzclown, '36

Marriage proposal rejecte(l, 3%

Defeated for spealzer of the house, ‘38

Marriec],, ‘42

Defeated for nomination to Congress 43
Elected to Congress, ‘46

Lost renomination, 48

Rejected for land officer, 49

Son clie(l, '50

Defeated for Senate, 54

Defeated for nomination for vice president, '56
Defeated for Senate again, ‘568

But in 1860, at the age of 51, Abraham
Lincoln was elected president of the United States

Success Networks International ¢ Win-Win Way, PO Box 2048 ¢ South Burlington, Vermont ¢ 05407-2048
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Emerson and Thoreau on Success

“To laugh often and much; to win the respect of inteﬂigent
people and affection of children; to earn the appreciation of
honest critics and endure the l)etrayal of false friends ; to ap-
preciate l)eauty, to find the best in others; to leave the world a
bit better, whether ]oy a heal‘chy child, a gar(len paJEC}l or a re-
deemed social con(lition; to know even one life has breathed

easier because you have lived. This is to have succeeded."

—Ralph Walclo E merson

“If one advances confidently in the direction of his (lreams,
and endeavors to live the life which he has imagined, he will
meet with a success unexpec’ced in common hours. He will
put some things ]sehincl, will pass an invisible l)oun(lary; new,
universal, and more liberal laws will ]:)egin to establish them-
selves around and within him; or old laws will be expanded
and interpreted in his favor in a more liberal sense, and he
will live with a license of a hig}ler order of })eings."

—Henry David Thoreau

Success Networks International ¢ Win-Win Way, PO Box 2048 ¢ South Burlington, Vermont ¢ 05407-2048


http://www.successnet.org

http://www.successnet.org

The Uncommon Man

I (10 not choose to I)e a common man.

[t is my right to be uncommon—if I can.
[ seek opportunity, not security.

I do not wish to be a 1eept citizen, hum-
bled and dulled ]oy having the state look af-

ter me. | want to take the calculated rislz, to
dream and to l)uilcl, to fail and to succeed.

[ refuse to barter incentive for a dole.
| prefer the chaﬂenges of 1i£e to a guaran-

teed existence, the thrill of fulfillment to the
stale calm of Utopia.

[ will not trade freedom for I)eneficence,

nor digni’cy for a handout. Tt is my heri‘cage

to think and to act for myself, enjoy the

benefit of my creations, and to face the

world l)olcuy and say, "With God's help, this
[ have done."

—author unlznown
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Anything is Possible

PERSIST.

If there was ever a time to dare,

to make a diﬁerence, to embark on Because with an i(lea, determina-

some’ching L doing, ITIS tion, and the right tools, you can
NOW. do great things.

Not Tor any grand cause, necessar- Let your instincts, your intellect,

ily e and your heart, guide you.

but for something that tugs at your
heart, some’ching that's your inspi-
TRUST.

ration,

. omet}ling /s your o Believe in the incredible power of

the human mind.

Of cloing something tha‘c malees a
digerence.

Of Worlzing hard.

You owe it to yourself to make

your clays here count.

HAVE FUN, DIG DEEP,
STRETCH. Of laughing and hoping.

Of 1azy a{'ternoons .

DREAM BIG. Of lasting friends.

Know, though, that things o Of all the things that will cross
your pa’c}l this year.

cloing seldom come easy.

There will be good (lays. And there

will be bad days. The start of somet}ling new ]orings

the hope of something great,
Anything is Possible.

There will be times when you want
to turn aroun(l, paclz it up,

and call it quits. —author unknown

Those times tell you that you are
pus]aing yourself, that you are not

afraid to learn ]oy trying.
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Changing the World

When I was a young man, | wanted to change the
world. I found it was difficult to change the WOI'I(]., so |
tried to change my nation. When I found I couldn't
change the nation, I began to focus on my town. |
couldn't change the town and as an older man, | tried to
change my £ami1y.

Now, as an old man, | realize the only ‘ching I can
change is myself, and su(l(lenly [ realize that if 10ng ago
I had changed myself, I could have made an impact on
my family. My family and I could have made an impact

on our town. Their impact coul(l have changed the na-

tion and I could indeed have changed the world.

—unlenown 1’1’101112, 1 1OOA D o
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The Victor

If you think you are ]oeaten, you are.
If you think you dare not, you don't.
If you like to win but think you can't,
It's almost a cinch you won't.

If you think you’]l 1ose, you re Jost.

For out in the world we find

Stuccess Legins with a fellow’s will.

It’s all in the state of mind.

If you think you are outclasse(l, you are.
You've got to think hlgl'l to rise.

You've got to be sure of yourseh[ before

You can ever win the prize.
Life’s battles don’t always go

To the stronger or faster man.

But sooner or 1ater, the man who wins

Is the man Who ’c}]inles he can.

—C.W. Longenecleer

Success Networks International ¢ Win-Win Way, PO Box 2048 ¢ South Burlington, Vermont ¢ 05407-2048


http://www.successnet.org

http://www.successnet.org

Happiness

We convince ourselves that life will be better after we get mar-
riecl, have a Lal)y, then another. Then we're frustrated that the kids
aren'’t old enough and we'll be more content when ’chey are. After
that, we're frustrated that we have teenagers to deal with. We will
cer’cainly be happy when they’re out of that stage. We tell ourselves
that our life will be complete when our spouse gets his or her act
together, when we get a nicer car, are able to go on a nice vacation,
when we retire. The truth is, there’s no better time to be happy
than right now. If not now, when?

Your life will always be filled with chauenges. It’s best to admit
this to yourself and decide to be ]nappy anyway. One of my favorite
quotes comes from Alfred D. Souza. He said, “For a long time it
had seemed to me that life was about to begin—real life. But there
was always some obstacle in the way, something to be gotten
t]nroug]n first, some unfinished Lusiness, time still to be servecl, a
debt to be paid. Then life would begin. At last it dawned on me
that these obstacles were my life.” This perspective has helped me
to see that there is no way to happiness.

Happiness is the way. So, treasure every moment that you have
and treasure it more because you shared it with someone special,
special enough to spenol your time . . . and remember that time
waits for no one. So, stop waiting. There’s no better time than

right now to be happy.

—author unlenown
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How Do You Live Your Dash?

I read of a man who stood to spealz

At the funeral of a friend
He referred to the cla‘ces on her

tombstone
From the })eginning ... tothe end

He noted that first came her date of
birth

And spolze the fouowing date with

tears,

But he said what mattered most
of all

Was the dash between the years.
(1934-1998)

For that dash represents all the time
That she spent alive on earth . . .
And now only those who loved her
Know what that little line is worth.

For it matters not, how much we

own;

The cars. . . the house . . . the cash,
What matters is how we live and love
And how we spend our dash.

So think about this long and hard,

Are there things you’cl like to
change?

FOI’ you never 121’10W 1’10W 1’1’111011 time

18 left,

That can still be rearranged.

If we could just slow down enough
To consider what's true and real
And always try to understand

The way other people feel

And be less quiclz to anger,

And show appreciation more

And love the people in our lives
Like we've never loved before.

If we treat each other with respect,
And more often wear a smile . . .
Remembering that this special dash
Migh’c only last a little while.

So, when your eulogy’s ]oeing read

With your 1i£e’s actions to re-
hash . ..

Would you be proucl of the things
they say

About how you spent your dash?

—au’chor unlznown
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What it Takes to be Number One

Winning is not a sometime thing ; it's an all the time thing. You don’t win
once in a while; you don’t do t}lings right once in a while; you do them right all the
time. Winning is a habit. Unfortuna’cely, so is 1osing.

There is no room for second place. There is only one place in my game, and
that's first place. I have finished second twice in my time at Green Bay, and I don’t
ever want to finish second again. There is a second place bowl game, but it is a game
for losers played ]oy losers. It is and always has been an American zeal to be first in

anythin we do, and to win and to win and to win.
ything , : .

Every time a foothall player goes to ply his trade he’s got to play from the
ground up—from the soles of his feet right up to his head. Every inch of him has to
play. Some guys play with their heads. That's OK. You've got to be smart to be
number one in any business. But more impor’cantly, you've got to play with your
hear‘c, with every fiber of your })ody. If you're lucley enough to find a guy with a lot
of head and a lot of hear’c, he’s never going to come off the field second.

Running a football team is no different than running any other kind of or-
ganization—an army, a political party or a business. The principles are the same.
The object is to win—to beat the other guy. Mayl)e that sounds hard or cruel. I
don’t think it is.

Itisa reality of life that men are competitive and the most competitive games
draw the most competitive men. That's Why they are there—to compete. To know
the rules and objectives when Jc}ley get in the game. The objec’c is to win fairly,
squarely, Ly the rules—but to win.

And in truth, I've never known a man worth his salt who in the 1ong run,

(leep down in his heart, didn’t appreciate the grind, the discipline. There is some-
thing in good men that reaﬂy yearns for oliscipline and the harsh reality of head-to-
head combat.

I don’t say these things because 1 believe in the “brute” nature of man or that
men must be brutalized to be combative. I believe in Go&, and I believe in human
clecency. But I firmly believe that any man'’s finest hour—his greatest fulfillment to
all he holds dear—is that moment when he has to work his heart out in a goocl cause
and he’s exhausted on the field of battle—victorious.

—Vince Lombardi
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The Integrity of a Smile

[t costs nothing, but creates much.

It enriches those Wl’lO receive wit}lout

impoverishing those who give.
It happens in a flash, and the memory of
it sometimes lasts forever.

None are so rich they can get along without
it, and none so poor but are richer for its benefits.
[t creates happiness in the home, fosters goodwill

in a business, and is the countersign of friends.
[t is rest to the weary, daylight to the discourage(l,

sunshine to the sad, and nature's best antidote
for trouble.

Yet it cannot be hough’c, l)egge(l, Lorrowe(l, or stolen,
for it is something that is no earthly good to anyone
until it is given away.

And if in the course of the (lay some of your friends
should be too tired to give you a smile, Why don't
you give them one of yours?

For no]:)ocly needs a smile so much as those who have

none le{:t to give!

—author unlenown
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Invictus

Out of the night that covers me,
Black as the Pit from pole to pole,
thank whatever gocls may be

FOI‘ my unconqueral)le SOlll.

In the full clutch of circumstance
[ have not winced nor cried alou(l,
Under the ]olu(lgeonings of chance
My head is Hoocly, but unbowed.

Beyon(l this plaoe of Wra‘ch and tears

Looms but the horror of the shade,
And yet the menace of the years
Finds, and shall find me, unafraid.

[t matters not how strait the gdate,
How Charged with punishments the scroll,
I am the master of my fate:

[ am Jche captain of my soul.

— William Ernest Henley
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No Easy Road

If you're 1ooleing for the easy road
You might be wasting your time.
To reach the most meaningful goals in life
You've got steep hills to climb.

If you're 1oolzing for the 1azy way
One thing that you will find,
Is that success will never come
Without some daﬂy grin(l.

If you're 1oolzing for some easy wealth
Look somewhere else insteacl,
Within yourself for energy
To earn your (laily bread.

The pa‘ch to greatness you can't tread
Without some heavy loacl;
So work your hardest - and your best -
There is no easy road.

—author unlznown
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Promise Yourself

To be so strong that nothing can disturb

your peace of mind.

To talk health, happiness, and prosperity

to every person you meet.

To make all your friends feel that there is

somet]aing special in them.

To look at the sunny side of everything and

make your optimism come true.

To think only the l)est, to work only for the
l)est, and to expect only the best.

To be just as enthusiastic about the success

of others as you are about your own.

To forget the mistakes of the past and press on

to the greater achievements of the future.

To wear a cheerful countenance at au times and

give every 1iving creature you meet a smile.

To give so much time to the improvement of yourseH

that you have no time to criticize others.

To be too la.rge for worry, too noble for anger, too strong for :Eear,

and too happy to permit the presence of trouble.

To think well of yourself and to proclaim this fact
to the Worlcl, not in loud words but great deeds.

To live in faith that the whole world is on your side

SO 1ong as you are true to the best that is in you.

—author unlznown
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Risk

To 1augh
Is to risk appearing the fool.

To weep
Is to rislz appearing sentirnental.

To reach out for ano’cher

Is to risle involvemen’c.

To expose feelings
Is to risk exposing your true self.

To place your ideas and dreams before the crowd
Is to rislz 1oss.

To love
Is to risk not ]aeing loved in return.

To live
[s to risk (lymg

To hope
Is to risk in despair.

To try at all

[s to risk £ai1ure,

But risk we must

Because the greatest hazard in life
Is to risk no’ching.

—author unlznown
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Take Time

Take time to work—
It is the price of success.
Take time to think—
It is the source of power.
Take time play—
It is the secret of perpetual youth.
Take time to read—

It is the fountain of Wisdom.
Take time to be friencﬂy—

It is the road to happiness.
Take time to 1ove and to be 10\7601—

It is nourishment for the soul.

Take time to share—

[t is too short a life to be selfish.
Take time to 1aug11—

It is the music of the heart.
Take time to dream—

[t is hitching your wagon to a star.

—author unlznown
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The Best Within You!

In the name of the best within you, do not
sacrifice this world to those who are at its worst.
In the name of the values that 12eep you alive, do

not let your vision of man be distorted ]:)y the
ugly, the cowar(ﬂy, the mindless in those who
have never achieved his title. Do not lose your

12nowle(1ge that man's proper estate is an upright

posture, an intransigent mind and a step that
travels unlimited roads. Do not let your fire go
out, sparlz l)y irreplaceable sparlz, in the hopeless
swamps of the approximate, the not-quite, the
not-yet, the not-at-all. Do not let the hero in
your soul perish, in 1one1y frustration for the life
you deserve(l, but have never been able to reach.
Check your road and the nature of your battle.
The world you desired can be won, it exists,

it 1s real, it's yours.

—Ayn Rand, Atlas Shrugged
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This Day

Toclay is a new day. Fresh, unspoile(l and full of promise.
Whatever has happene(l whether it be a hundred years ago or
last evening has no influence upon this day. The present
knows nothing of the past. The slate is Wipecl clean and I am

free to write upon it Whatsoever I c}loose.

This is my day. No person has ever lived as I live, felt as I
feel, thought as I think or loved as I love. No one ever will. I
am a unique creation with rare and special combinations of

sleiﬂs, talents, creativity and features.

Just as we feel great anticipation and expectancy at the
l)eginning of a new year, | can feel the same with the begin—
ning of a new clay. Every clay 1s a new l)eginning and T will

treasure it as such.

This day can never be reclaimed. It is an irreplacea]ole

jewel in the crown of my Sacred Life.

Toclay, I aimm a new imarn.

| l)egin a new &ay—yea, a new life.

—au’chor unlznown
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The Impaossible Dream

To dream the impossil)le dream

to ﬁght the unbeatable foe

To bear with unbearable sorrow

To run where the brave dare not go
To righ’c the unrightalale wrong

To love pure and chaste from afar
To try when your arms are too weary
To reach the unreachable star

This is my quest, to follow the star

No matter how hopeless , ho matter how far

To fight for the right without question or pause
To be willing to pass into hell for a heavenly cause
And know if I'l only be true to the glorious quest
That my heart lies peaceful and calm

When I'm laid to my rest

And the world will be better for this

Tha’c one man scorned and covered in scars
Still strove with his last ounce of courage
To reac}l the unreacha]ale star

This is my quest, to follow the star

No matter how hopeless,

no matter how far

To fight for the right without question or pause
And to dream the impossible dream

—Don Quiote
from Man of La Mancha
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The Truth About Failure

Failure doesn't mean you are a failure . . . it does mean you
haven't succeeded yet.

Failure doesn't mean you have accomplishe(l no‘ching it
does mean you have learned something.

Failure doesn't mean you have been a fool . . . it does mean
you had a lot of faith.

Failure doesn't mean you have been disgracecl .. . it does
mean you were Wiuing to try.

Failure doesn't mean you don't have it . . . it does mean
you have to do something in a different way.

Failure doesn't mean you are inferior . . . it does mean you
are not perfect.

Failure doesn't mean you've wasted your life . . . it does
mean you've a reason to start afresh.

Failure doesn't mean you should give up . . . it does mean
you should try harder.

Failure doesn't mean you'ﬂ never make it . . . it does mean
it will take a little 10nger.

Failure doesn't mean God has abandoned you . . . it does
mean God has a better idea!

— Robert Schu”er,
Tough Times Never Last, But Tough People Do
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What | Lived For

[ went to the woods because I wanted
to live deli]aerately, to front only the essen-
tials of 1i£e, and see if I could not learn what
it had to teach, and not, when [ came to
(lie, discover that I had not lived. I did not
wish to live what was not hfe, living 1S SO
dear; nor did T wish to practice resignation,
unless it was quite necessary. | wanted to
live deep and suck out all the marrow of 1i£e,
to live so stur(lily and Spar‘can-lilze as to put
to rout all that was not 1i£e, to cut a broad
swath and shave close, to drive life into a
corner, and reduce it to its lowest terms,
an(l, if it prove(l to be mean, Why then to
get the whole and gdenuine meanness of it,
and pul)lish its meanness to the world; or if
it were sul)lime, to know it l)y experience
and be able to give a true account of it in

my next excursion.

— Henry David Thoreau, Walden
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Tomorrow

He was going to be all that a mortal should be
Tomorrow. No one should be kinder or braver than

he Tomorrow. A friencl Wl’lO was ’crou]alecl and weary

he 12new, Who'd be gla(l of a lift and who needed it,
too; On him he would call and see what he could do

TOITIOIIOW.

Each morning he stacked up the letters he'd write
Tomorrow. And t}loug}lt of the folks he would £l
with delight Tomorrow. It was too bad, indeecl, he
was ]3usy toclay, And hadn't a minute to stop on his
way; More time he would have to give others , he'd

say, Tomorrow.

The greatest of workers this man would have
been Tomorrow. The world would have known him,
had he ever seen Tomorrow. But the fact is he died
and he faded from view. And all that he left here
when 1iving was ’c}lrough Was a mountain of things

he inten(led to (10 Tomorrow.

—E dgar Guest
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Success Networks

The mission of Success Net is to inform, inspire and
empower people to be their best—personally and professionally.

Our purpose is to help you develop the belief, the skills
and the passion to fulfill your dreams.

Membership Benefits

Subscriptions to Success Digest, Success Strategies and Insight

Periodic updates, bulletins and alerts on anything affecting
your success

Deep discounts (35-46%) with Nightingale Conant, the world’s
largest distributor of personal and professional audio tapes

Maintain the lowest long distance rates. Many as low as 4.5 cents
per-minute. Pick the plan that suits you best.

As much as 50% off retail prices of Success Net products
and services

Gold Membersonly access (to Success Net’s web site of archives,
free downloads and files

Guest Membership is Free.
Simply visit http://www.successnet.org and enroll today.

There’s never any risk or obligation.
Send no money.
Your satisfaction is 100% guaranteed.

You will receive several free bonuses just for trying it out.

For a free subscription to
Success Digest (published monthly),
visit our web site or send email to majordomo@success-net.com
with subscribe sdigest-list in the message body.
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